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7 CFR Ch. XVII (1–1–98 Edition)§ 1726.13

§ 1726.13 Waivers.
The Administrator may waive, for

good cause on a case by case basis, cer-
tain requirements and procedures of
this part. RUS reserves the right, as a
condition of providing loans, loan guar-
antees, or other assistance, to require
any borrower to make any specifica-
tion, contract, or contract amendment
subject to the approval of the Adminis-
trator.

§ 1726.14 Definitions.
Terms used in this part have the

meanings set forth in 7 CFR 1710.2. Ref-
erences to specific RUS forms and
other RUS documents, and to specific
sections or lines of such forms and doc-
uments, shall include the correspond-
ing forms, documents, sections and
lines in any subsequent revisions of
these forms and documents. In addition
to the terms defined in 7 CFR 1710.2,
the following terms have the following
meanings for the purposes of this part:

Approval of proposed construction
means RUS approval of a construction
work plan or other appropriate engi-
neering study and RUS approval, for
purposes of system financing, of the
completion of all appropriate require-
ments of part 1794 of this chapter.

Architect means a registered or li-
censed person employed by the bor-
rower to provide architectural services
for a project and duly authorized as-
sistants and representatives.

Bona fide bid means a bid which is
submitted by a contractor on the bor-
rower’s list of qualified bidders for the
specific contract, prior to bid opening.

‘‘Buy American’’ certificate means a
certification that the contractor has
complied with the ‘‘Buy American’’ re-
quirement (see § 1726.15).

Competitive procurement means pro-
curement of goods or services based on
lowest evaluated bid for similar prod-
ucts or services when three or more
bids are received.

Construction unit means a specifically
defined portion of a construction
project containing materials, labor, or
both, for purposes of bidding and pay-
ment.

Contracting committee means the com-
mittee consisting of three to five mem-
bers representing the borrower’s man-
agement and board of directors and the

engineer. The contracting committee
represents the borrower during con-
tract clarifying discussions or negotia-
tions under informal competitive bid-
ding or multiparty negotiation, respec-
tively.

Encumbrance means the process of ap-
proval for advance of loans funds by
RUS.

Engineer means a registered or li-
censed person, who may be a staff em-
ployee or an outside consultant, to pro-
vide engineering services and duly au-
thorized assistants and representa-
tives.

Equipment means a major component
of an electric system, e.g., a substation
transformer, heat exchanger or a trans-
mission structure.

Force account construction means con-
struction performed by the borrower’s
employees.

Formal competitive bidding means the
competitive procurement procedure
wherein bidders submit sealed propos-
als for furnishing the goods or services
stipulated in the specification. Bids are
publicly opened and read at a predeter-
mined time and place. If a contract is
awarded, it must be to the lowest eval-
uated responsive bidder (see § 1726.201).

Goods or services means materials,
equipment, or construction, or any
combination thereof.

Informal competitive bidding means the
competitive procurement procedure
which provides for private opening of
bids and allows clarifying discussions
between the contracting committee
and the bidders. During the clarifying
discussions any exceptions to the bid
documents must be eliminated, or the
bid rejected, so that the contract is
awarded to the lowest evaluated re-
sponsive bidder (see § 1726.202).

Material means miscellaneous hard-
ware which is combined with equip-
ment to form an electric system, e.g.,
poles, insulators, or conductors.

Minor error or irregularity means a de-
fect or variation in a bid that is a mat-
ter of form and not of substance. Er-
rors or irregularities are ‘‘minor’’ if
they can be corrected or waived with-
out being prejudicial to other bidders
and when they do not affect the price,
quantity, quality, or timeliness of con-
struction. A minor error or irregular-
ity is not an exception for purposes of
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